
FREE WEST PAPUA CAMPAIGN (Melbourne) 
Briefing points from West papua Border Mission Report

Students (the clash, escape and relatives)
• The West Papuan students who were seeking political asylum after the March 15 & 16 2006 demonstrations in 

Jayapura suggest that there are many hundreds of students and other persons who have left Jayapura and 
have gone into hiding because of concerns for their personal safety.

• These persons have been subjected to beatings, torture, retaliatory action and reprisal killings by Indonesian 
authorities. Parents or relatives of these persons have also been subjected to reprisal and torture.

• The students appear to be political refugees who face real danger of persecution from Indonesia. An argument 
that these persons may not be safe from Indonesian authorities while staying in Papua New Guinea, and that 
international assistance is immediately required. 

The SKP report regarding the student clash
• “The clash started at 12.15 hours, while several demonstrators were throwing stones and bottles at the officers 

as they were negotiating with Arnold Omba, chair of the Jayapura Pepera Front and Selpius Bobii, secretary-
general of the Pepera Front central board. The crowd did not want to remove the road block but the officers 
wanted it removed. The officers, wearing anti-riot gear, moved forward in lines and pressed the crowd back. 
The latter withdrew to the Cenderawasih university campus where they pelted the officers with stones, bottles 
and sticks. The officers were forced to retreat and came under attack from the crowd. Seeing this happen, 
intelligence agents came to their assistance by opening fire. The crowd became more brutal, striking blows 
and throwing stones at  officers  who had fallen.  As a  result  Police Brigadier  I  Saud Suleman and Police 
Brigadier I Syamsudin were found dead at 16.00 hours and Second Sergeant Agus Supryadi from air force 
intelligence was found (dead) at 17.15 hours.”

• Brief overview of Student escape, ”On the 19th of April a group of 23 students left the Dock VIII at 0400 West 
Papua time. 400 metres out of Dock VIII, two navy boats appeared and gave chase. One navy boat ran behind 
along the coast and one ran at the front of the boat. The students tried to put the boat to full speed but because 
it was only a 19 footer, with 23 passengers on board it could not outrun the TNI boats. The boat was then 
rammed by the first navy boat and it capsized. Finally the boat was sunk after it was rammed again. The 
students all swam in different directions for their lives. One of the students was stabbed in the water by the 
navy repeatedly with either a gaff  or a bayonet on a rifle.  The two closest students to the capsized boat 
witnessed TNI personnel stabbing the student in the boat. This student, Benidiktus Dimi, was killed. Another, 
Abisay Salmon Keiya, was also captured. Yulianus Pigome went missing, and was later picked up by the police 
and is still in custody. A third, given the name Johan (not Jonah) Wenda was rescued and arrested (The rest of 
this group have safely and successfully made it to PNG and are currently in hiding). According to a survivor: 
“The boat capsized and I removed a pair of my change (clothes) with my certificate and bible. I was pulled by 
the sea current six times, and so I let go of my certificate and hold on to a rock and managed to survive. I 
believe we were being followed because I saw dims {beams?} of light from behind and in front of us. At 4:00 
am I heard my friends voice saying, “Let me go, I want to swim!”. I believe he was stabbed while my other 
friend went missing for good.”

• Example of issues affecting relatives of the fleeing students, “Some of the students reported that their 
family members have already been targeted in home villages. A key student leader described in harrowing 
detail  the situation with his mother. “After the March 16 clash at UNCEN, and at the18th (Saturday), Intel 
(POLRI) arrested my mother, then took her from the house to the university. They wanted to kill her in front of 
the university but she was struggling and shouting hard, and so they took her to POLDA and tortured her, 
burned her with cigarettes and beat her up for three days at the gaol. After three days, KOMNAS HAM and 
MRP came to the Police station and took her out from the station in an unconscious condition. Right now, she 
reported all these facts to KOMNAS HAM, and the police are harassing her daily to find me. Her life is in 
danger. After this they sent the Intel and are still doing so, to find out where I am.”

• The students will  never get permanent protection in PNG and would much rather be in Australia or New 
Zealand where we will be safe. Finding show that PNG just wants to keep it quiet and are too close to the TNI.”

• Comment of student activist, ““Yes –I was tortured being the leader of the raising the flag (peaceful raising of 
the Morning Star flag in front of Wamena Parliament house on 2nd July 1998) . I was burnt with cigarettes, hot 
irons. I was beaten so badly. At one stage in the torture I thought “I will die now” but with the hand of God I am 
alive. God had given me the extra live to continue fighting for the independence of West Papua. This is my 
cause.”

• The TNI and POLRIs deliberate campaign to irrationally and arbitrarily  target  all  students in West Papua, 
regardless of their level of involvement in the March 15/16 actions. Practices such as the kidnapping of family 
members and the torture and brutal sexual abuse have only been held to account because of the brave actions 
of organisations of  Indonesian people concerned for human rights, such as KOMNAS HAM. The TNI and 
POLRI's heavy handed tactics and brutality on uninvolved family members only serve to demonstrate to the 
outside world tendencies that may be viewed as constituting Genocidal Acts against  Papuan people,  with 
arrest and intimidation based only on race.



Briefing points from West papua Border Mission Report

Militia

• This  report  presents  strong  information about  links  between personnel  of  the Indonesian  military  and 
commercial logging operations along the north coast of Papua New Guinea. Commercial fish industry and 
timber logging operations in Papua New Guinea are working with Indonesian military and armed militias 
from Phillipines & Indonesia. These armed personnel are providing security for the industry operations. The 
nature and origin of these armed personnel suggests that a strategic political role is be being played by 
these personnel.

• Past and present  members of  Indonesian military  have interests  in  logging and resource exploitation. 
These interests form a military industry complex, which has been ongoing in Indonesia since the Suharto 
era.  It  seems plausible that  these same interests have extended into logging interests  in Papua New 
Guinea.  The  military  industrial  complex  which  includes  Indonesia’s  TNI  is  entrenched  in  Papua New 
Guinea.

• On 10 April 2006 the OPM conducted an attack on an Indonesian military camp. This attack was supposed 
to assist the students fleeing persecution after the March 15/16 2006 demonstration.

• Details of very large deployments of Indonesian troops and equipment along the northern border region 
with  Papua  New  Guinea.  TNI  installations  including  locations,  equipment,  troop  numbers  &  battalion 
identifications, which extend through territory along the northern section of the Trans Irian Highway to 
Wutung.

• Islamist or Jihadist type militias are currently active & training in the immediate region.
• Local people have been removed from the area of military operations, face restricted movement and face a 

vastly increased danger of attack.
• Strong evidence to indicate a massive troop build-up in the areas of Wutung to Sengi. The daily operations 

there, witnessed by those that had to flee, and the prevalence of death squad operations show one of two 
scenarios:

1.  1. the Indonesian military is unable to reign in rogue elements within that are conducting joint 
militia,  Laskar  Jihad  and  Jemaah  Islamiyah  training  and  operations,  forming  death  squads, 
attacking and displacing villagers and turning their land into oil palm plantations, and conducting 
cross border incursions in preparation for a full scale occupation and / or invasion of PNG; or, 

2. 2. the Indonesian military all the way to Command level, ARE THE ROGUE ELEMENTS that are 
conducting joint militia, Laskar Jihad and Jemaah Islamiyah training and operations, forming death 
squads,  attacking and displacing villagers and turning their  land into  oil  palm plantations,  and 
conducting cross border incursions in preparation for a full scale occupation and / or invasion of 
PNG.


